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What Specifically is a Learning 
Outcome?

A statement that describes what a 
student will know (knowledge), be able 
to do (skill), and/or value/appreciate 
(disposition) as a result of a learning 
experience
Written in the form: 1) Student can/will 
be able to; 2) action verb; 3) specific 
action/skill they will be able to do
Learning outcomes can be measured 
(evidence of learning can be produced)  



Example

Learning Outcome:

Students will/can describe current 
issues in sustainable agriculture.

“Knowledge”

Learning Outcome:

Students will write an original musical 
composition.

“Skills”
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Example

Learning Outcome:
Students will articulate a personal 
philosophy of ethics.
“Dispositions”

Learning Outcome:
Students will identify and apply 
appropriate quantitative data analysis 
strategies.
“Knowledge” and “Skills”
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Updated ASC Rubric

Criteria:

Related to goals and mission

Clarity

Utility

Alignment with professional standards

Measurable/observable

Criteria for achievement stated



Rubric - Handout



Example – Geography Outcomes

Graduates will have the ability to:
1. Explain environmental processes and the 

resulting geographic patterns of climate, 
landforms, water, and life.

2. Utilize appropriate methodologies for solving 
geographic research and conducting 
geographic problems.

3. Explain the development and spatial 
distribution of human cultural activities 
along with their relationship to 
environmental factors.



Example – Geography Outcomes

Graduates will have the ability to:

4. Read, interpret, and analyze spatial 
information from thematic and reference 
maps.

5. Explain the procedural elements in 
creating a map, and create a reference 
or thematic map of a chosen spatial 
phenomenon.



ASC Review



Giving Feedback on Learning Outcomes

Using the learning outcomes rubric, assess your own 
department’s learning outcomes and discuss within 
your departmental group

Pencil in any revisions you want to make to your 
learning outcomes

Exchange revised learning outcomes with the other 
departmental group at your table

Using the learning outcomes rubric, provide written 
feedback to the other department on their learning 
outcomes and discuss your feedback with them

Department teams consider if any changes are 
warranted to the PLOs.
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Next Steps with the PLOs

Submit draft to Assessment 
Subcommittee by April 30

Receive feedback from ASC

Additional steps at today’s conclusion



Assessment Plan of the Geography 
Major - Handout

Neil Heywood, Department Chair



Program Curriculum Map - Benefits

Represent the underlying logic of a curriculum

Illustrate where contributions to student 
learning are integrated

Identify gaps in learning opportunities

Can also reflect co-curricular opportunities

Stimulate faculty discussion

Promote curricular coherence

Contribute to continuous improvement loop



Program Curriculum Maps – Gen Ed Example



First, take a 
step back…



Developing 
Curriculum Maps

Audit 
current 
practices

Example 
Survey 
(handout)



Program Summary Matrix

Provides 
birds-eye 
view



Course/ 
Outcomes 
Matrix

Illustrates 
emphasis on 
outcomes 
by course



Inventory Pedagogical Practices

Stimulates discussions of pedagogy and 
cross-pollination of ideas



Gather Feedback on the Outcomes

Rewrite
Refine
Revise



Additional Curriculum Alignment 
Strategies



Implementing a Process

Create your own process to develop a 
curriculum map

OR

Sign-up with Shari to participate in 
survey and receive deliverables



Looking Ahead: Assessment Timeline

What we are doing now: 

Spring 2010: Program Learning Outcomes
Continued refinement to find balance between measurable 
PLOs and Course Learning Outcomes

How this fits in the bigger picture:

Fall 2010: Curriculum Map links PLOs with Courses
Introducing, Developing, Mastering

Finding gaps, strengthening student learning experiences

Spring 2011: Assessment Plan
Assessment Strategies, Continuous Improvement

Preparing to offer new General Education Courses



Discussion
Q&A
Wrap-up
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